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dates his intellectual equals or those who dared
to oppose him; it was necessary that the State
Department should have a titular head, but Mr*
Wilson was resolved to be his own Secretary of
State and take into his own hands the control of
foreign policy. No great man, no man great
enough to be Secretary of State when the world
was in upheaval, would have consented to that in-
dignity; no man jealous of his own self-respect
could have remained Mr. Wilson's Secretary of
State for long. A Secretary of State or any other
member of the Cabinet must of course subordinate
his judgment to that of the President, for the
President is the final court of appeal. But Mr.
Wilson went further than that; he heaped almost
unparalleled affront upon Mr. Lansing; he made
the great office of Secretary of State ridiculous,
and he invested its incumbent with no greater
authority than that of a copyist.

Perhaps Mr. Wilson reads men better than his
critics believed; perhaps Mr. Wilson had fully
taken the measure of Mr. Lansing and knew how
far he could go.

Nature never intended Mr. Lansing to be a
leader of men, to fight for a great cause, or to en-
gage in physical or intellectual combat. His life
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